MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
-AMONG--

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING THROUGH
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF
RECLAMATION, THE STATE OF ARIZONA ACTING
THROUGH THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER
RESOURCES, THE CENTRAL ARIZONA WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT, THE METROPOLITAN WATER
DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, THE STATE OF
NEVADA ACTING THROUGH THE COLORADO RIVER
COMMISSION OF NEVADA, AND THE SOUTHERN
NEVADA WATER AUTHORITY

10O FACILITIATE NEAR-TERM ACTIONS NECESSARY TO
MAINTAIN THE ELEVATION OF WATER IN LAKE MEAD

This Memorandum of Understanding, (hereinafter referred to as "2021 MOU"), is made
and entered into this L day of December, 2021 ("Effective Date"), by and between the
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ("United States") represented by the Secretary of the Interior
("Secretary") acting through the Bureau of Reclamation ("Reclamation"), the STATE OF
ARIZONA acting through the Director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources
("ADWR"), the CENTRAL ARIZONA WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, a multi-county
water conservation district duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of Arizona
("CAWCD"), THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,
duly organized under California law ("MWD"), and the STATE OF NEVADA acting through
the Colorado River Commission of Nevada ("CRCNV") and the SOUTHERN NEVADA
WATER AUTHORITY, a political subdivision of the State of Nevada ("SNWA™), each of which

1s at times referred to individually as "Party" and collectively as "Parties."



BACKGROUND

A. WHEREAS, the Colorado River basin began suffering from a meaningfully
warmer and drier climate more than twenty years ago, leading to substantially diminished inflows
into the system and decreased water elevation levels in both Lakes Mead and Powell;

B. WHEREAS, in response to the emerging climate reality, the Secretary adopted, and
with the support and agreement of the Colorado River Basin Upper Division States of Colorado,
New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming, and the Lower Division States of Arizona, California, and
Nevada, implemented the 2007 Colorado River Interim Guidelines for Lower Basin Shortages and
the Coordinated Operations for Lake Powell and Lake Mead ("2007 Interim Guidelines") to,
among other things, provide incentives and tools for the storage of water in Lake Mead and for
Lake Mead elevation dependent shortages reducing annual allocations to the States of Arizona and
Nevada beginning at 1075 feet;

= WHEREAS, in 2014, to further help maintain the clevation of Lake Mead, the
United States acting through Reclamation, Denver Water, CAWCD, MWD, and SNWA funded a
Pilot System Conservation Program to reduce diversions from the Colorado River System through
the voluntary, compensated, and temporary reduction in use by water users ("System
Conservation™);

D. WHEREAS, also in 2014, the Parties, together with the Colorado River Board of
California, entered into a Memorandum of Understanding pursuant to which additional “protection
volumes” were generated through conservation and other means and left in Lake Mead between
2014 and 2017 to help maintain Lake Mead elevation;

E. WHEREAS, in 2019, the Parties entered into a Lower Basin Drought Contingency
Plan Agreement that further incentivized conservation and storage in Lake Mead and established
elevation dependent contributions to Lake Mead’s sustainability, including required contributions
by each Lower Basin State. Federal legislation, the Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan

Authorization Act, Pub. L. No. 116-14 (2019) directed the Secretary to implement a number of






